











Bl NOAM Takesa Holiday: NOAM's three-day Pesach tiyul (excursion) was a chance for fun,
friendship and Jewish identity-building for more than 400 NOAMistim, 8-18-years-old,
from all over Israel. Annual Pesach and Succot field trips, other communal events and the

Ramah/NOAM Summer Camp experience are supplemented through year-round activi-
ties in 19 local NOAM chapters. Highlights of this spring tiyul included hikes through the
Jilabon, Zavitan, Yahodia and El-Al Valleys; an overnight in big Bedouin tents; and a view
of spectacular waterfalls. “It was one of the best NOAM trips I've ever been on,” offered

Shaked Isarel, a 5th-grader from the Talpiot chapter in Jerusalem.

NOAM Graduates to Share Living Space, Social Service Volunteer Jobs
& Study Time in New Movement Venture

ised in the spirit of tikkun olam,
Masorti's NOAM youth about to
inish high school sought a way to
spend a year doing community service
before their enlistment in the IDF. Masorti
leadership picked up the ball, creating Shnat
Sherut Masorti Hevrati (Masorti Year of Social
Service), an opportunity for young men and
women committed to the core values of
Masorti to volunteer, study and live together.
Beginning this summer, up to 10 NOAM
graduates will be living in Ashkelon, a city with
significant economic and social challenges
and home to some 50,000 olim from Ethiopia
and the former FSU still struggling to adjust to
life in Israel. Participants in Shin-Shin, as the

program has been nicknamed, will volunteer
in kindergartens and schools, community
centers, youth clubs, municipal agencies,
absorption centers and other social service
agencies, taking on projects certain to make
a difference in the lives of local residents.
These include: tutoring children; creating
and running after-school programming for
at-risk youth; assisting olim with the process
of absorption; offering Jewish enrichment
classes; and being an extra pair of hands for
social workers.

The young people will also help coor-
dinate programming and other activities
for NOAM chapters in Ashkelon, Rehovot
and Beersheva. They will become actively
engaged in the life of the Masorti kehilla in

Ashkelon, joining the community for Shabbat
and festivals.

Another component of  Shin-Shin
provides educational enrichment for the
participants, with NOAM staff coordinating a
guest speaker series, themed study sessions,
seminars and travel to volunteer sites around
[srael.

“It is no surprise that young people who
grow up in the NOAM youth movement have
the desire to dedicate a year to social service,
and therefore, Masorti wants to do everything
possible to support them and facilitate their
efforts. They represent the future of Masorti,
which is obviously in very good hands,” said
Yizhar Hess, executive director of the Masorti
movement in Israel.
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Las Vegas Bnai Mitzvah Class Does Special Mitzvah Project

hen Cindy and Greg Goussak,

members of Midbar Kodesh Tem-

ple of Las Vegas, Nevada, began
to plan their daughter Ariel's bat mitzvah, to
make the process especially meaningful they
knew they wanted to incorporate a hands-on
mitzvah project for her bnai mitzvah class.
The 11 students in the class also happened
to include one who is autistic and has been
learning how to sign the blessings for the
Torah reading and several of the Shabbat
morning tefillot. Were he living in Israel, it is
unlikely he would be able to prepare for or
celebrate his bar mitzvah the way he is doing
at Midbar Kodesh unless he had the good
fortune to be part of the Masorti Bar/Bat
Mitzvah Program for Children with Special
Needs. All of which gave Rabbi Bradley Teck-
tiel, the rabbi at Midbar Kodesh, a great idea.
Rabbi Tecktiel suggested that the bnai mitvah
class twin with Masorti's Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Program for Children with Special Needs,
Israel’s only national program to provide
Jewish enrichment and a group bnai mitzvah

ceremony at a
Masorti kehilla

for youngsters
who would not
otherwise have
the chance to
celebrate this
milestone.

The Goussaks,
who were help-
ing to fund the
project, invited
Judaica artist Gary
Rosenthal to spend a weekend at Midbar
Kodesh as artist-in-residence and to work
with the children. Each student made two
yads, one for him or herself, the other to
donate to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for
Children with Special Needs. These personal-
ized gifts are being finished by the artist and
when ready, will be sent to Israel, where they
can be used by the special needs children
during their bnai mitzvah celebrations.

“The young people at Midbar Kodesh are

Midbar Kodesh youngsters working on their yads

getting a real lesson in the Jewish values

of tikkun olam, tolerance and inclusion,
while also making a personal connection to
Israel and learning about one of the Masorti
movement's unique contributions to life
there,” said Rabbi Tecktiel. "l am very proud
of their commitment to this project and
especially grateful to the Goussak family for
their generous contribution, which has made
it possible.”



