











Yizhar Hess Presides over Crowded Pluralism Panel at Annual Sukkot
Learning/Culture Fest

izhar Hess, executive director of the

Yizhar Hess, center, addresses a packed room at the Hakhel Festival during Sukkot.

Flanking him, pictured from left, are panelists Nitzan Horowitz; Nachman Shai;
Daniel Ben-Simon; and Rachel Azaria.

Suit up for Purim:
Take a Costume Hint from the Sages!

urim is just around the corner, and

perhaps you've been wondering what

to be. Here’s a suggestion: imperson-
ate one of the Sages or great Jewish thinkers

low Pages” poster, cataloguing
the livelihoods of Judaism’'s
most well-known Sages and
thinkers. The creative poster

from days of yore.

campaign caught the

Rashi? He was a
wine-maker. Hillel?
A lumber jack. And
his “rival,” Shammai?
A builder. Maybe
you want to dress
up like the doctor,
Maimonides. Or be a
cobbler. If so, Rabbi
Oshaya (Talmud
Bavli Pesahim, 113b)
is your man. You
could make yourself
a tailor costume
(Daniel, Vayikra
Rabba, 32:8); or one
for a cowboy (Rav

attention last year of
Jerusalemites and the
Israeli press, as public
attention in Israel fo-
cused on government
stipends for full-time
yeshiva students.
Now available
as a poster in English
through Haggadahs-
R-Us, itis a terric
conversation-starter
for classrooms,
at your Purim carnival
or just about
anywhere you
gather with friends

Huna, Talmud Bauvli,

Megillah 28b); or for

a needle-maker (Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah,
Talmud Yerushalmi, Berakhot 33a).

And you thought all they did was study,
argue and write Jewish law. Surprise! They
all worked hard to earn a living, as well. And
while you're at it, here’s another suggestion
to liven up the Purim carnival: Have a booth
for people to guess not what you are, but
who you are.

It's easy to nd a great idea for a Purim
costume, if you order Masorti’s colorful “Yel-

and family.

50% of the profits
from the poster sales will go to support
the Masorti movement in Israel. $11.95
for 18"x23.5” full-color laminated poster;
$8.95 each for 2 or more copies; bulk rates
available. Shipping additional: $3.41 for 1 or
2 copies, via USPS Media Mail.

To order, call 877-308-4175 or

visit the merchant’s website at:
http://haggadahsrus.com/

Masorti movement in Israel, facilitated
a standing-room-only panel discus-
sion/study session on pluralism, as part of the
Hakhel Festival in Ramat Efal, near Tel Aviv.
The annual celebration of Jewish identity and
Israeli culture through creative workshops,
performances,
study ses-
sions, lectures
and panels is
produced by
Panim, a non-
profit advo-
cacy organi-
zation working
in partnership
with 50 orga-
nizations and
institutions
throughout Israel to promote religious plural-
ism. Masorti participated as a movement that
shares Panim's vision and mission.

The festival has taken place during Suk-
kot, every year since 1997, bringing together @
Israelis from all points on the religious spec-
trum and from diverse walks of life: culture,
the arts, politics and academia. Over the
years, it has attracted a diverse, multigenera-
tional audience that encompasses secular
and religious, sabras and olim. This year,
more than 4,000 people took part. The term
‘hakhel” hearkens back to an ancient Israelite
tradition when the entire people would as-
semble on the chagim to study and interpret
the Torah.

At the forum facilitated by Yizhar
Hess, three Members of Knesset—Nachman
Shai (Kadima); Daniel Ben-Simon (Labor); and
Nitzan Horwitz (Meretz)—and a member of
the Jerusalem City Council, Rachel Azaria,
shared their views on some of the challenges
surrounding pluralism, such as the status
of women and the intersection between
Judaism and democracy. Yizhar noted that
the session had the largest turnout of the
festival's some 100 parallel programs. “It was
a huge success, which tells us, again, that we
are going in the right direction,” he said.
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A Message from Masorti Foundation Executive Director & CEO David Lissy

hose of us

who work

in the not-
for-profit world
need to resist the
urge to overstate
or dramatically
present a situa-
tion in order to
encourage giving.
I think | gener-

ally succeed at that, but at the moment we
confront problems which make it impossible
to be completely restrained.

| want to be clear that when | speak
below of the situation in Israel, | am not
referring to security or geo-political issues.
Indeed, Masorti members and supporters
would span a reasonably broad spectrum
on those matters. Rather, | am referring to
the unexploded devices that line the path of
religious and social conflict in Israel.

Ben Gurion, Meir, Rabin, Dayan and

Begin — none sacrificed for the State of Israel
with the expectation it would be anything
other than a democratic home for all Jews.
True, they had their own differences, but it
would be hard to argue with the assessment
that each would be distraught by what is to
be seen today.

We have gone well beyond issues such
as the right to be married by other than an
Orthodox rabbi or equal access for prayer at
the Kotel or distress when a young woman
is accosted because of the evidence of
t'fillin straps on her arm. We have even gone
beyond (hard to believe) just the problem
of segregated bus lines where women are
expected to sit in the back.

Today we confront a so-called secular
mayor of Jerusalem who yields to pressure
and fires a young Modern-Orthodox woman
from certain City Council positions because
she had the audacity to ask the Supreme
Court to rule against public sidewalks seg-
regated by gender. Even more distressing, if

possible, are the multiple reports of a deal
with Shas that will result in the Bar Associa-
tion “agreeing” not to select any women for a
panel.

What has happened to the dream of a
modern democratic Jewish State?

| have written elsewhere, and repeat
here, that

if we share in
the dream,
we share in the
responsibility.

If, as is true for most of us, we are not making
aliyah any time soon, then our way of help-
ing must be to support movements such as
Masorti which are true to the Zionist ideal.

I understand this is a time of financial
stress for many, but it is equally true that the
clock is ticking in Israel. We need to stand up
now and be counted.




