











MAROM Spells Love and Marriage for
JTS Rabbinical Student and Her Bashert

viva Kremer and Ari Fellman grew up

on different continents. But it seemed

that their paths were destined to
cross. Perhaps not so surprising for two
people with strong ties to the Masorti move-
ment.

Raised outside Philadelphia, Aviva spent
a semester during high school studying in Is-
rael. In Israel, Ari's mother, Esther, was Aviva's
teacher.

Esther and her husband, Daniel, had
made aliyah when Ari was just a year old.
The family settled in Hod HaSharon and
joined Kehillat Hod V'Hadar in
Kfar Saba, where Ari,
one of five
sib-
lings,
joined
Masorti's
NOAM
youth
movement.

His oldest

sister, Sophie

Fellman-Rafa-

lovich, chaired

the 2010 Masorti

movement annual convention

and was a founder of MAROM, Masorti's or-
ganization for college-age and young adults.
Sophie now sits on the board of the Masorti
movement in Israel.

It was through MAROM that Aviva and
Ari met in December 2009. “She was the
most interesting lady in the room,” recalled
Ari of his future bride when they connected

during a MAROM Kabbalat Shabbat dinner in
the Ramat Aviv neighborhood of Tel Aviv.
Aviva, who was spending two years in Israel
as part of her study for rabbinic ordination
from the Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York, was leading Kabbalat Shabbat
services at Kehillat Tiferet Shalom, where
she was the rabbinic intern. Invited to dinner
following services by an old friend from USY
and Camp Ramah in the Poconos, she spent
the rest of the evening talking to the “cute
guy | had spotted in the
second row.”
The couple legally tied
the knot with a civil
ceremony in August
2010 in the U.S.
Their November
chuppah in Israel
was co-officiated
by Aviva's father,
Jonathan Kre-
mer, also a JTS
rabbinical student, and
Rabbi Lee Diamond, a member of
Hod V'Hadar. (One of the great ironies of life
today in Israel is that the civil ceremony was
legally recognized by the government but
the fully traditional Masorti one was not.)
Aviva and Ari are returning to New York
in July for Aviva to complete rabbinical
school. Ari, who has two bachelor’s degrees
from the Technion, one in physics, the other
in electrical engineering, will continue his
Judaic studies at Yeshivat Hadar in
New York.

Masorti Foundation
Partners with Israel Bonds

ere is how to perform a double

mitzvah. Masorti and Israel Bonds

have a new partnership to promote
the purchase of bonds, which are then gifted
over to the Masorti Foundation. If your com-
munity already has a Bonds campaign, or if
you are thinking you should have one, this
is a perfect way to support both the State of
Israel and a true democratic, pluralistic and
Zionist community within Israel.

Israel Bonds strengthen Israel by mak-
ing capital available to develop every aspect
of the State’'s economy and infrastructure.
Funds from bond purchases have been used
for the expansion of many industrial, agricul-
tural, transportation, high-tech and commu-
nications projects.

For nearly 40 years, the Masorti move-
ment has been offering Israelis a Judaism
that is open, tolerant of difference, pluralistic
and egalitarian—reflective of Israel's demo-
cratic ideals.

Here's how the Masorti Foundation-
Israel Bonds Double Mitzvah program
will work:

T PV QVSDIBTF BO *TSBFM #PO|
it to the Masorti Foundation; the Founda-
tion will provide you with an appropriate
letter recognizing your contribution

T 5IF .BTPSUJ '"PVOEBUJPO SFDF
interest and principal upon redemption

T 51F HIJGU PG UIF CPOE NBZ CF
deductible contribution to the extent
permitted by law (please consult your tax
advisor)

For more information, please call the Masorti
Foundation at (212) 870-2216.

Costume Partaaay!

urim, always a time for revelry on the Jewish
Pcalendar, was marked by particular exuberance
in Masorti's newest communities. Megilla readings
attracted scores of local residents of all ages to Ho-
lon, Tzur Yitzhak, Maale Adumim and Petach Tikvah,
kehillot established within the last year. The Masorti
movement now numbers nearly 60 kehillot and
havurot throughout Israel. And thanks to the efforts
of Amy Miller of New York City, a Masorti supporter
who was on the Foundation’s Leadership Mission to
Israel last October, 16 Conservative congregations in
the U.S. designated a portion of funds raised through
their mishloach manot Purim drives to Masorti.
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On your marks, get set...

About 500 runners were in Bexley, Ohio on Sunday, May 22nd
for the 6th Annual Jack Roth 5K Rock and Run. The event is
organized each year by Jack’s widow, Janice, and daughter,
Maren, pictured together at the race, along with other friends

and family, in memory of Jack, who was a member of the
board of the Masorti Foundation. In recent years, each race has
produced nearly $50,000 for Masorti's Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program
for Children with Special Needs and Netaim, a program for
children with special needs at Ramah/NOAM Summer Camp.
The race has also produced generous proceeds for cancer
research at the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital in Columbus,
OH, where Jack was treated for non-smoker’s lung cancer.
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