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Senior Israeli Political Leadership to Masorti at Movement Convention:
“Your voice is heard. Continue to fi ght!”

(Continued on page 4)

M
ore than 300 delegates gathered in 

Jerusalem in January for the an-

nual Masorti Movement Conven-

tion. The number refl ected the vibrancy and 

growth of the movement. In the past year 

alone, fi ve new kehillot have formed and 

NOAM, a source of great pride, has recorded 

impressive gains in participation. 

     Israeli political leaders representing a 

broad spectrum also attended and addressed 

the convention. Minister of Education Gideon 

Saar (Likud), Social Services Minister Isaac 

Herzog (Labor) and opposition leader MK 

Tzipi Livni (Kadima) all took the stage to off er 

both affi  rmation of and admiration for the 

movement’s increasing stature and infl uence, 

while urging Masorti members to further 

expand their involvement in the State’s public 

life. (MK Herzog’s appearance predated by a 

few days the split in the Labor Party and his 

resignation from the governing coalition.) 

 In his remarks, MK Herzog presented 

a statement against racism in elements of 

Israeli society. He said: “The Safed of today 

reminds me of the Alabama of the ’40s.” In 

his prepared speech, Minister Saar reiterated 

his opposition to the Rotem Conversion Bill 

and pledged to continue the eff ort to deny 

government funding to Orthodox educa-

tional institutions that lack a core curriculum. 

Responding to a question from the audience, 

he predicted that in the future, Israel would 

grant offi  cial recognition to non-Orthodox 

marriages. MK Livni spoke about religion and 

State relations, criticizing government action 

and policy. Many of the remarks of the three 

speakers were quickly picked up by the press.

 The presence of political leaders did not 

happen by accident. During the last year, 

Masorti leadership has played a major role in 

State-religion issues. Almost daily references 

to Masorti in the media have established the 

Masorti movement as a real presence.

 Politicians understand what this means. 

They are well aware of the many meetings 

held by the movement’s leadership with 

members of Knesset and ministers. They 

know how Masorti, along with the Reform 

movement and Jewish Federations of North 

America, has impacted the conversion bill 

battles. They now view Masorti as a force in 

the public arena.

 The conference included study sessions 

where participants focused on social respon-

sibility and on the Jewish/Zionist/democratic 

enterprise of the Jewish State. “We wanted 

to hear the leaders of Israel, and we wanted 

also to voice to the political leadership that 

the reality must change. We demonstrated 

very well that there is a large public, multi-

aged, spread throughout the country, a 

public with values, serious, faithful, commit-

ted, to whom the issue of Jewish pluralism 

in Israel is burning in their bones,” said one. 

“And this public decided to have their say.” 

 “This was a conference like no other,” 

concluded another. “You could feel that 

something good happened to the Masorti 

movement. There was electricity in the air. 

There is a great awakening, and there is 

hope. I wish we succeed. We can!”  

Israeli political 

leaders from left to 

right Isaac Herzog,

Tzipi Livni and 

Gideon Saar 

all took the stage 

at the movement’s 

annual meeting.
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Venerable Israeli Social Service Organization Awards Prize to 
Masorti’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for Children with Special Needs

At the awards ceremony, l to r: Director of the Department of Social Welfare Service in Ramle, 

Prize Committee member Ilana Shanbal; Dr. Ilana Dudavani of the School of Social Welfare & 

Health Services, Haifa University, also a member of the Prize Committee; Masorti movement 

CEO Yizhar Hess; Gila Vogel, a teacher in Masorti’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for Children with 

Special Needs; Emily Levy Shochat, Masorti movement chair; Hadar, a resident of the Nisan 

Baum Hostel and another Prize Committee member; and Riva Moskal, director of the Shalem 

Foundation in Israel 

M
asorti’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program 

for Children with Special Needs 

has been recognized by one of 

Israel’s foremost national social service or-

ganizations working to support and highlight 

the needs of individuals with disabilities. The 

Masorti program – unique in Israel – has 

won the coveted 2010 Shalem Founda-

tion Excellence Prize, awarded each year to 

a project, program or staff  benefi ting this 

population. The Shalem Foundation was 

established in 1983 by the Center of Local 

Authority in collaboration with the Ministry 

of Welfare.

 In accordance with the Shalem Founda-

tion’s vision to integrate those with cognitive 

challenges and disabilities into mainstream 

life, the Masorti program off ers Israeli special 

needs youngsters and their families the only 

avenue to celebrate this Jewish lifecycle 

event and thus experience the joy of full 

acceptance by the larger Jewish commu-

nity. Within Orthodox congregations, there 

is an absence of any formal bar/bat mitzvah 

preparation for children with special needs, 

and they are marginalized by Orthodox reli-

gious authorities.

  The Shalem Foundation described the 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for Children with 

Special Needs as an innovative model and a 

breakthrough, citing its role in pioneering the 

development and utilization of state-of-the-

art alternative communications devices, such 

as computerized sound kits; sign language 

for Torah reading; and visual pedagogy. In 

addition to readying youngsters for group 

bnai mitzvah, which take place in Masorti 

kehillot, the program also provides a course 

of Jewish enrichment, lasting three to six 

months, through the special needs schools 

the children attend. Eligible children are 

identifi ed by their schools, and the Masorti 

movement provides all services, including 

teacher training, at no cost to the schools or 

to the families.

  What began as a partnership with one 

special needs school has spread to 30 to 

40 special needs schools throughout Israel, 

making it possible each year for as many as 

300 Israeli children with special needs to 

connect to Israel, Jewish values and their 

religious heritage. 

‘Torah Unaccompanied 

by Work is Path to Sin’: 

Masorti’s creative poster/ad 

campaign cataloguing the 

gainful employment of Talmudic 

sages caught the attention of 

Jerusalemites and the Israeli 

press as public attention 

in Israel focused on the 

issues of Haredi men 

who choose not to work 

and government stipends 

for full-time yeshiva 

students.
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T
he woman behind the success of 

this year’s Masorti convention was 

Convention Chair Sophie Fellman Ra-

falovitz. Her roots in the Masorti movement 

run deep. In fact you could say Sophie and 

the movement have grown up together. 

	 When she was only 8-years-old, Sophie 

and her family made aliyah from Guatemala. 

Although still a young movement in Israel at 

the time, Masorti appealed to the Fellmans, 

who joined Hod v’Hadar, the Masorti kehilla 

in Kfar Saba. Sophie also joined NOAM, 

Masorti’s youth group, participating in her 

regional chapter based at the Masorti kehilla 

in nearby Raanana, Beit Knesset Masorti. 

	 After graduating high school, Sophie 

enrolled in a NOAM garin, an IDF unit that 

maintains its ties to NOAM through special 

Masorti social and educational programming 

for young men and women on active IDF 

duty. Once she entered university, Sophie 

joined MAROM Olami, helping to establish 

NOAM and MAROM (Masorti’s organization 

for college-age and young adults) in Europe 

and Latin America. 

	 Sophie then spent four years, from 2001 

to 2005, in Los Angeles, working as a shlicha 

(emissary) for United Synagogue Youth, 

recruiting participants for USY Pilgrimage and 

NATIV, the Conservative movement’s year-

long program in Israel for American teens. 

Many of those she recruited later followed 

her family’s example by making aliyah. 

	 Today, a member of Kehillat V’Ahavta 

in Zichron Yaakov, Sophie is also working 

to start a new kehilla in Yokneam in Israel’s 

northern region. An occupational therapist 

who works in the Ministry of Education, 

Sophie is a mother of three and serves as 

Masorti’s Youth Commission chair. 

Masorti MVP: Convention Chair Sophie Fellman Rafalovitz

W
e all 

like to 

get our 

money’s worth. 

That is as true 

when we are giv-

ing a gift as when 

we make a major 

personal purchase.

	 There are 

few charitable 

donations you will 

make where you 

can be more certain of “bang for the buck” 

than is the case with Masorti.  The annual 

cost of everything you read about in these 

newsletters – all of NOAM, Ramah/NOAM, 

MAROM, Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for 

Children With Special Needs, battles waged 

by the Religious Affairs Bureau to assert the 

rights of the non-Orthodox in matters of 

conversion, citizenship, marriage and other 

lifecycle events, as well as all of the costs of 

the now close to 60 kehillot – is less than 

the annual budget of just one of several of 

the larger congregations in North America.

	 Having made multiple trips to Masorti 

communities in Israel, what continues to 

amaze me is how much is achieved with 

so little.  Our Israeli colleagues are dedicated 

and committed to promoting a pluralis-

tic and inviting Judaism in a Zionist and 

democratic society. Their efforts are show-

ing results, not just in the growth of our own 

kehillot but in the recognition of Masorti as a 

presence in Israel, with frequent references 

in the Hebrew press and radio and TV 

appearances by Masorti leaders.

	 Our Israeli colleagues are not looking 

for handouts.  Through dues and their own 

fundraising efforts, Israelis raise about $1 

million a year for Masorti, a not insignificant 

sum.  It is because of the enormous support 

the Israeli government gives to Orthodox 

institutions and programs (and not to 

Masorti) that Diaspora help is needed to 

support our efforts.

A Message from 
Masorti Foundation 
Executive Director 
& CEO David Lissy

A WARM AND RICHLY DESERVED TRIBUTE TO 

M. MAC SCHWEBEL
THE MASORTI FOUNDATION 

IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO 

M. MAC SCHWEBEL, 

OF WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 

AND PALM BEACH, FLORIDA,

 A DISTINGUISHED PHILANTHROPIST IN MANY WAYS, 

FOR HIS SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE 

FOUNDATION OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS. 

WE PAY TRIBUTE TO HIM ON HIS 101ST BIRTHDAY. 
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O
n a spring-like December afternoon, about 25 mem-

bers of the Pasadena Jewish Temple & Center met 

their “new best friends,” members of Kehillat Adat 

Shalom-Emanuel in Rehovot. Before that day ended, the Cali-

fornians felt personally connected to their Israeli hosts, many 

of whom opened their homes and served dinner.

	 With a membership of about 110 families, Adat Shalom-

Emanuel includes many research scientists from the Weiz-

mann Institute in Rehovot. Pasadena, too, is home to a com-

munity of scientists. Shared professional interests, they have 

since discovered, also reflect a meeting of the minds regarding 

the future of the Masorti movement in Israel, Jewish educa-

tion, youth programming and more. 

	 Pasadena congregants heard from Adat Shalom-Emanuel 

members about how the Masorti movement needs support to 

strengthen its presence in Rehovot and throughout Israel. An-

other theme explored was how Israeli and American Jews can 

cooperate with and inspire each other to increase the sense of 

connection. 

	 To symbolize their already strongly felt closeness, Jeff 

Landau, chairman of the Israel Committee at the Pasadena 

Jewish Temple, presented his hosts with a beautiful hand-

crafted mezuzah, along with a monetary contribution to a 

fund for the restoration of the Carmel Forest. Pasadena’s rabbi 

emeritus, Gilbert Kollin, summed up the goal of the partnership 

in remarks at Adat Shalom-Emanuel’s 40th anniversary gala: 

“There is a growing gap between Jews abroad and in Israel. 

This is one answer: we can be one big family on both sides of 

the ocean.” 

Y
ermi Kaplan and Dana Berger, two 

household names on the Israeli con-

temporary music scene, had a crowd 

dancing in the aisles at a December benefit 

concert for Kehillat Tiferet Shalom. The 

Masorti kehilla in Tel Aviv is close to Kaplan’s 

heart: his parents, Irving and Orah, active 

members, were among its founders about 

35 years ago. That was five years after they 

made aliyah from the United States when 

Kaplan was 9-years-old. 

	 “My parents came to Israel because they 

were Jewish, and then didn’t have any way 

to be Jewish here until they created Tiferet 

Shalom,” said Kaplan, noting the irony and, 

therefore, the importance of strengthening 

the kehilla and Masorti Judaism in Israel.  

	 In January, Kaplan’s son, Divo, cele-

Israeli Pop Stars Rock Stage at Benefit Concert for Masorti Kehilla

Pasadena Jewish Temple & 
Center Partners with 
Masorti Kehilla in Rehovot

brated his bar mitzvah at Tiferet Shalom. The 

event was held at the kehilla’s attractive new 

location in a public cultural, youth and sports 

center in the Ramat Aviv Gimel neighbor-

hood. It was, Kaplan recalled, a far cry from 

the days when members gathered in each 

other’s living rooms. 

	 Tiferet Shalom has its own entrance to 

the center, its first permanent home, and the 

flexibility to use spaces of differing size within 

the facility to accommodate varied commu-

nal activities. Plans are also afoot, said Rabbi 

Jeffrey Cymet, Tiferet Shalom’s dynamic, 

young leader, to plant an organic garden on 

the grounds outside, which the children of 

Tiferet Shalom will operate as a tzedakah 

project, giving away the food they harvest.   

	 The concert drew many new faces of 

30 and 40-somethings. And they weren’t 

disappointed. “It was a top-notch perfor-

mance,” said Rabbi Cymet, citing Kaplan’s #2 

spot on the pop charts with his latest single. 

Concert-goers were then able to experience 

the warmth and inclusiveness of this special 

Masorti community. It is hoped they will 

return for more. 

	 All indications are they will, as local resi-

dents flock to the new location. One of the 

many attractions of the kehilla’s new location 

is that it is right in the middle of a growing 

area filled with young families.

 	 “We’ve had packed Shabbat morning 

services since we moved here in early No-

vember,” reported Rabbi Cymet. A larger hall, 

available for smachot, was filled to capacity 

for the Kaplan bar mitzvah. 
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IRA Non-Taxable Charitable Withdrawals

If you are 70-and-a-half or older, you can 
help the Masorti Foundation and enjoy tax savings 

by making charitable gifts of up to $100,000 directly 
from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA). 

The charitable gift can be used to satisfy
any required minimum distribution that the IRA 

holder must otherwise receive from his or her IRA for 2011, 
and the withdrawal will not be taxable as income. 

For further details, individuals should consult, 
as needed, an attorney or tax adviser. 
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Sinai Temple was the scene again this year 

for the Annual Los Angeles Dinner held 

Sunday, November 21st as a large crowd 

gathered to benefit the Masorti Foundation. 

Six area congregations each honored mem-

bers who brought family and friends together 

to recognize their history of communal ser-

vice and unique contributions to Jewish life 

in the city. The event, which also celebrates 

the Masorti movement’s impact on Jewish 

life in Israel, welcomed four special guests 

representing NOAM, Masorti’s national youth 

movement, and proceeds from the evening 

were directed for the benefit of NOAM. 

Rabbi Joel Rembaum, celebration chair and 

chair of the Masorti Foundation’s National 

Rabbinic Cabinet, opened the evening’s 

program, welcoming everyone and introduc-

ing the rabbis who presented their respec-

tive honorees: David Wolpe of Sinai Temple, 

honoring Norman Pell; Stewart Vogel of 

Temple Aliyah, honoring Dina and Jerry 

Appleby; Richard Camras of Shomrei Torah 

Synagogue, honoring Renee and Barry Cohn; 

Adam Kligfeld of Temple Beth Am, honor-

ing Irene and Norman Saiger; Jonathan 

Bernhard of Adat Ari El, honoring Kathy and 

Peter Reynolds; and Edward Feinstein of 

Valley Beth Shalom, honoring Tobie and Ed 

Rosenberg. 

	 An inspiring and moving musical inter-

lude, featuring Our Spaces Voices of Hope, 

Kolot Tikvah Choir, a Jewish choral group for 

children with special needs in Los Angeles, 

Standing, l to r: Earl Greinetz, chair, Los Angeles Council; Barry Cohn; Jerry Appleby; Rabbi Joel Rembaum, 

celebration chair; Ed Rosenberg; Norman Saiger; Peter Reynolds; David Lissy, Masorti Foundation executive 

director & CEO. 2nd row: Renee Cohn; Dina Appleby; Norman Pell; Tobie Rosenberg; Irene Saiger; Kathy Reyn-

olds. Bottom row: NOAMistim Noam Leaber; Eytan Siegel; Noa Goldschmidt; and Shira Zur.

was led by Cantor Mike Stein and Susan 

North Gilboa. Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, 

who holds the Abner & Roslyn Goldstine 

Dean’s Chair at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 

Studies at American Jewish University, of-

fered concluding blessings. 

	 NOAM currently has 19 chapters 

throughout Israel that provide weekly activi-

ties for young Israelis, 8-18-years-old, in their 

own communities. The movement also 

sponsors national programs, such as Shab-

batonim and twice yearly, multi-day holiday-

focused excursions, creating cultural, edu-

cational and social opportunities for Israeli 

children from differing religious, economic 

and geographic backgrounds. Throughout 

NOAM, an ethos of community service and 

leadership development prevails within a 

Masorti context that infuses traditional Jew-

ish practice with tolerance, inclusiveness, 

pluralism and egalitarianism. Some NOAM 

graduates maintain their affiliation by spend-

ing a year doing community service prior to 

their IDF enlistment or enlist together in a 

NOAM garin that combines the first year 

of army service with social service projects 

and offers continuing educational and 

recreational programming for NOAM

graduates during subsequent years of active 

duty.  

Fifteenth Annual L.A. Dinner Draws Crowd amid Plaudits for Honorees

4

5

Teen to Teen on Trip to Israel—Sinai Temple’s David and Angella Nazarian Teen Fellows in Los Angeles had 

barely touched down at Ben Gurion Airport when they were whisked to Tel Aviv for pizza and conversation 

with Israeli peers from Masorti’s NOAM youth movement. Accompanied by Sinai Temple’s Rabbi Nicole 

Guzik, front right, these ten 9th-graders had a wonderful leadership mission—and just as importantly, 

made new personal connections.

Sinai Temple Teens in Tel Aviv
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More than 140 people packed the main 

sanctuary of Kehillat Hod V’Hadar in 

Kfar Saba the second night of Chanukah, 

gathered for a festive candle-lighting and 

dedication of the community’s new solar ner 

tamid. Its light was kindled using the sun’s 

energy, collected by the solar panel atop the 

kehilla’s roof. At Hod V’Hadar, the solar panel 

is doing double duty, maintaining the glow of 

the ner tamid and powering the sanctuary’s 

sound system. 

 	 David Marcus, Hod V’Hadar’s co-chair 

of fundraising and special projects, which 

includes the kehilla’s eco-Judaism campaign, 

initiated the solar project. He noted that Hod 

V’Hadar has “blazed the path of eco-Judaism 

in central Israel for several years and is proud 

to be at the forefront of the Masorti move-

ment on environmental protection.” Among 

Hod V’Hadar’s other successful environmen-

tal initiatives is an ongoing drive to limit the 

use of plastic bags in Kfar Saba. Volunteers 

from the kehilla distribute cloth bags to 

I know,” the mayor said. “In addition to their 

beautiful house of worship and strong edu-

cational programs, their members volunteer 

a tremendous amount of their time to lead 

important environmental and social initia-

tives, such as the Solar Ner Tamid, and in 

their involvement in training and hosting the 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program for Children with 

Special Needs. These wonderful programs 

improve the quality of life for the residents 

of Kfar Saba and the 250,000 residents of the 

surrounding Sharon region. Yasher Koach!”

 	 Following the mayor’s inspirational 

words, congregants joined a musical proces-

sion outside the kehilla, singing “Or Katan” 

(“Small Light”) and beaming flashlights up the 

walls toward the roof, to highlight the solar 

panel perched at an angle of 45 degrees. 

Shimon and Ilana Gevurtz, members of Hod 

V’Hadar, directed the kehilla’s Chanukah 

Choir in a special performance to mark the 

evening’s finale.

Kfar Saba Kehilla Installs Solar Ner Tamid, Becoming Second in 
Israel to Do So and Expanding Kehilla’s Environmental Action

shoppers at the local mall, and the kehilla 

encourages the use of recyclable plates, cups 

and garbage bags at communal celebrations 

and other events that take place there.

	 At the ner tamid dedication, David 

formally thanked those who generously sup-

ported the purchase and construction of the 

solar panel, as well as its installation. Among 

them are the family of David and Leslie Rat-

ner; the Goldsmith Family Foundation; and 

the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs, which 

pioneered the creation of the solar ner tamid, 

now installed in several congregations in the 

United States and in Kehillat Eshel Avraham 

in Beersheva. FJMC raises funds to assist 

congregations with the expense of installa-

tion of a solar ner tamid by voluntary collec-

tion of carbon offset fees from its leadership 

based on travel to and from FJMC meetings. 

	 Kfar Saba Mayor Yehuda ben Hamo was 

also on the dedication program. “We are 

very fortunate that Kehillat Hod V’Hadar is 

different from any other congregation 
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